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Abstract:

What was learned from the extreme heat wave in Europe that occurred in summer 2003 causing 14 800
deaths in France and many more elsewhere? With the perspective of three years after the event, an
emphasis is placed on the readiness of society in the case of a similar climatic event. Using 2003 recorded
data and subsequent analyses, the paper addresses several components of social readiness for extreme
heat waves: the thermal quality of the built environment at the scale of individual buildings as well the urban
surroundings; the inhabitants' behaviour in managing indoor comfort; the consequences of clay soil
subsidence; and the market boom for air-conditioning and the subsequent increased load placed upon the
impaired capacity of the electricity supply system. These are specific instances of the following three
general categories of climate impact: direct impacts on the population; impacts on the energy supply
infrastructure; and impacts on buildings. Action plans that were proposed by several public authorities all
aim at creating a better anticipation and coordination. The analysis of these decisions and their test during a
heat wave in 2005 demonstrate the benefits of the integration of the proposed measures.
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Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Indoor Environment, Temperature

Temperature: Extreme Heat

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Europe

European Region/Country: European Country
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Other European Country : France

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Morbidity/Mortality

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion, Research Article

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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